
Nihon Ken Hozonkai Standard for the six native Japanese 

breeds 

This translation was made by Susan Houser and Shigekazu 
Kuribayashi in 1987 for the Shiba Ken Club. It was updated 
in 1993 for the Shiba Journal by Mitsuko Williams to 
include corrections and changes made for the 1992 Nippo 
revision. Some numbers and letters have also been 
changed to bullets to make this document more HTML 
friendly. 

This standard is the complete Nihon Ken Hozonkai Standard for 
the six native Japanese breeds. 

The standard includes four sections: 

1. The Japanese Dog Standard - an outline for all the Japanese 
dogs. 

2. Resolutions Concerning Judging (was Diagrams of the Names 
of Every Part of the Japanese Dog, but could not put these 
diagrams on Internet) 

3. Judging Resolutions Concerning the Japanese Dog 
Standard - presents variety-specific color, teeth limitations, 
etc. for the use of judges in the ring. 

4. Judge’s Regulations - presents the training procedure and 
guidelines for the behavior of judges. 

Section one, The Japanese Dog Standard (the basic standard) was 
used by JKC to write their Shiba standard and JKC provided their 
standard to FCI for international use. This has led to most of the 
controversy about the breed that exists in the west today. The 
complete standard, titled Resolutions Concerning The Japanese 
Dog Standard and Judges, is written in the traditional Japanese 
style, from the general to the specific (just as in Japan, the last 
name appears before the first name and the city before the 
street). The basic standard lists the coat colors found in all of the 
native breeds, from the Akita, through the middle sized dogs, 
down to the Shiba. This is where we find the undesirable colors of 
white and black sesame listed. Section three, the Judging 
Resolutions, which follow the diagrams, give specific details as to 
what colors are correct, how many missing teeth are acceptable, 
and details of type, for each breed that do not appear in the basic 
standard. Here we find that the only acceptable colors for the 
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Shiba are red, red sesame and black and tan. We also can see 
just how critical dentition is to Japanese breeders. 

Nippo considers the Nihon Ken (the Japanese Dog) to be one 
breed with several varieties. When you study the translation of 
this standard, keep in mind that the Shiba is referred to as the 
small-sized dog, the Akita as the large sized dog, and the medium 
sized dog refers to the Kishu, Shikoku, Kai, etc. Comments noted 
as [Trans note:] that appear in brackets have been added by the 
translators as clarification for readers not familiar with the Nihon 
Ken breeds or the Japanese style of writing. 

  



Section 1 

The standard starts here: 

Resolutions Concerning the Japanese Dog Standard and Judges, 
1992 

The Japanese Dog Standard (Judging Standard) (partially 
revised August, 1977) 

Medium Size Dog 

1. Essence And Its Expression. The dog has a spirited boldness 
with a good nature and a feeling of artlessness. It is alert 
and able to move quickly with nimble, elastic steps. 

2. General Physical Characteristics. Males and females are 
obviously distinct with proportioned bodies. The frame is 
compact with well-developed muscles. Males have a height 
to length ratio of 10 to 11, females slightly longer. The 
height for males is 52 cm, for females 49 cm. A range of 3 
cm taller or shorter is allowed. 

3. Ears. Ears are the shape of a small triangle, leaning forward 
slightly and standing up firmly. 

4. Eyes. Eyes are somewhat triangular and slant upward 
toward the outside corner of the eye. The color of the iris is 
very dark brown. 

5. Muzzle. The bridge of the nose is straight, the sides of the 
mouth firm, the nose hard, and the lips do not have any 
slackness. Teeth are strong and occlude correctly. 

6. Head. The forehead is wide, the cheeks well-developed, the 
neck sturdy. 

7. Forelegs. The shoulder blade has moderate angulation and is 
well-developed. Forearms are straight with paws well-
knuckled up. 

8. Hind legs. Hind legs are strong with a wide natural stance. 
The hock joint is strong and the paws well- knuckled up. 

9. Chest. The chest is deep, with ribs moderately sprung. The 
forechest is well-developed. 

10. Back and loin. The topline is straight, the loin strong. 
[Trans note: well-tucked up] 



11. Tail. The tail is thick and powerful. It can be either 
sickle or curled. In length (when straightened out) it reaches 
almost to the hock joint. 

12. Coat. Outer coat is stiff and straight, undercoat is soft 
and thick. Tail hair is slightly longer and stands open. Coat 
color is sesame, red, black, brindle, or white. The quality and 
color of the hair should express the characteristics typical of 
the Japanese dogs. 

Demerit Marks 

1. Developmental defects and nutritional deficiency. 
2. Disharmony between the color of the body and the nose. 
3. Spots in the coat color. 

Disqualifications 

1. Lacking the quality of a Japanese dog. 
2. Overshot or undershot. 
3. Short tail caused by genetic defect. 

Notice: Any deviations should be expunged as much as possible. 

Large Size Dog (The following items differ from the standard of 
the medium size dog and should be substituted.) 

1. Essence And Its Expression. The dog has a spirited boldness 
with a good nature and a feeling of artlessness, and conducts 
itself in a dignified way as well. 

2. General Physical Characteristics. Males and females are 
obviously distinct with proportioned bodies. The frame is compact 
with well-developed muscles. Males have a height to length ration 
of 10 to 11, females slightly longer. The height for males is 67 
cm, for females 61 cm. A range of 3 cm taller or shorter is 
allowed. 

11. Tail. The tail must be curled, thick and strong. In length 
(when straightened out) it reaches almost to the hock joint. 

Disqualification 

4. Uncurled tail [Trans note: sickle tail is not allowed in the Akita] 



Small Size Dog (The following items differ from the standard of 

the medium size dog and should be substituted.) 

2. General Physical Characteristics. Males and females are 
obviously distinct with proportioned bodies. The frame is compact 
with well-developed muscles. Males have a height to length ratio 
of 10 to 11, females slightly longer. The height for males is 39.5 
cm, for females 36.5 cm. A range of 1.5 cm taller or shorter is 
allowed. 

Demerit Mark 

4. Short tail caused by genetic defect. 

Supplementary Provisions 

1. Tail Types 

 sickle tail 
 curly tail (full curl, right curl, left curl, double curl) 

2. Fur Color Types [Trans note: these colors cover all Nihon Ken 
breeds, see the Judging Resolutions for acceptable Shiba colors] 

 sesame (sesame, white sesame, red sesame, black sesame) 
[Trans note: The sesame or goma color has black-tipped 
guard hairs sprinkled throughout the coat. White sesame is a 
white dog with a light black overlay, red sesame is a red dog 
with a light black overlay, and black sesame is a dog with a 
heavy black overlay on a red or red-gray undercoat.] 

 red (red, pale red, crimson red) 
 black 
 brindle (brindle, red brindle, black brindle) 
 white 

  



Section 2 

Resolutions Concerning Judging 

Character 

In the judging of the Japanese dog, the dog must be evaluated 
regarding its character the whole time it is in the ring, not just 
during the individual judging. Ring attitude, sounds the dog 
makes, etc., should all be noted. 

About Judging Bite, Missing Teeth, and the Inside of the Mouth 

Irregular bite, missing teeth, tongue spots, etc., should have a 
large influence on the appraisal, and this examination should be 
conducted strictly. Dogs that resist the examination even with the 
assistance of the breeder and/or handler are inconsistent with 
what is given in the standard (spirited boldness with a good 
nature). A large demerit mark should be given to this problem, 
even beyond the points taken for bites, number of teeth, and the 
tongue spots, because the problem shows that the dog lacks the 
true nature or the bad side of the true nature of Japanese dogs. 

About the Use of Comparison in Higher Judgment 

Comparison judging maintains a distance of an invariable fixed 
amount between two dogs, and the judge conducts the 
comparison judging from the natural stance taken by those dogs. 
[Trans note: this subsection refers to a face-off between two 
dogs, similar to terrier sparring] Comparison judging should not 
be done under conditions where: the dogs are brought closer 
together than necessary, take an aggressive posture or unfriendly 
attitude, or are forced to behave under misconceived character. 
[Trans note: when sparring, maintain a good distance so that the 
dogs will not feel forced to behave in an unattractive, overly dog 
aggressive manner.] 

About the “Excellent” Evaluation 

The “Excellent” evaluation, following the policy at the time of the 
decision, should be awarded with care. 



Note: The “Excellent” evaluation of prior days corresponds to the 
awards for each size dog in the national shows of the present 
time. Carefully selecting dogs as close as possible to the 
“Excellent” of prior days is acting to retain the merit of the correct 
“Excellent” evaluation. 

About the Judging of the Young Dog Class 

1. As stated in the standard, the dog that does not have full 
body height is not awarded the “Excellent” evaluation. 

2. Softness of the coat is authorized when it is unavoidable due 
to the season. Coat color is judged the same as for other 
ages. 

3. Facial features are judged the same as for other ages. 

Evaluation Criteria of the Very Young Dog Class and the Names of 

the Awards 

The dogs in the very young dog class are those who are in the 
process of great development. This judgment (carefully 
considering particularly the time since birth) is on the situation on 
the day of judging, regarding the combination of quality, 
structure, body type, state of development, management of 
raising, etc. “Very Young Excellent” should be a dog that is 
exceptionally good. A dog that is evaluated as “Very Young Good” 
should be the next step down in quality. “Very Young Passable” is 
the worst of the three. A dog that does not have the quality of the 
Japanese dog should be disqualified. 

The Establishment of Sex Distinctions 

In the standard it says there should be a distinct difference 
between males and females. A judgment on the influence of 
upbringing is reflected in a correct evaluation following the 
standard on sex distinctions. 

About Demerit Marks and What Is Permitted 

1. A dog having a characteristic that is stipulated as a demerit 
mark is not awarded the “Excellent” evaluation. 

2. It is a stipulation that the “Excellent” evaluation can be 
awarded to a dog with a characteristic that has been 
stipulated as permitted. If others get the same ranking 



without the permission stipulation, then the ranking is not 
ideal. 

3. As for evaluation less than “Very Good”, pertaining to the 
items specified as demerit marks, the demerit mark 
stipulation should be applied depending on whether the fault 
is large or small. 

About Unfair Actions 

Use of unfair practices such as lying about the age of the dog, or 
artificial alterations in regard to fur color, missing teeth, bite, 
monochordism, tongue spots, etc., is not allowed. As for this, a 
prize won is rescinded when circumstances of alteration are 
realized later on. 

  



Section 3 

Judging Resolutions Concerning the Japanese Dog Standard 

Teeth 

The premise of the Japanese dog is said to be definitely correct 
strong teeth, bite, and tooth number. The following method is 
used to try to correct missing teeth. 

1. Missing teeth have the following deductions: 

 First premolars, one mark for each tooth 
 Second premolars, three marks for each tooth 
 Any teeth other than the above, five marks for each tooth 

2. It will be enforced as given against missing teeth from the time 
of the Spring 1985 show. 

 The dog that has missing teeth is not awarded the 
“Excellent” evaluation. However, for the small size dog 
[Trans note: the Shiba] minus two marks is permitted for a 
while. 

 The large and medium size dogs can have up to three minus 
marks, and the small size dog up to four minus marks and 
still get the “Very Good” award. The dog having missing 
teeth exceeding this will rank below “Good”. [Trans note: 
this means that the highest ranked dogs can be missing no 
more than two first premolars. A dog having four missing 
first premolars or the combination of one first premolar and 
one second premolar missing is still acceptable although 
would not be top ranked. Any missing incisors, third 
premolars, molars or first and second premolar combinations 
exceeding one first and one second premolar would be 
effectively disqualified although these dogs would not be 
dismissed. It is now common for all 600-700 dogs at the 
Nippo National to have complete dentition and scissors 
bites.] 

 Missing teeth are treated the same whether inborn or 
acquired. 

 The limits for broken teeth, poor quality teeth, small weak 
teeth, or rotten teeth are up to the judge’s discretion. 



 If a tooth is located midway between the canine tooth and 
the third premolar, and it can not be determined whether it 
is a first premolar or second premolar by its shape, it should 
be considered a second premolar. 

Level Bite and Irregular Incisors 

About abnormal bites 

1. A dog with either a level bite or irregular incisors cannot be 
awarded “Excellent.” 

2. Overshot is treated the same way as undershot. [Trans 
note: the basic standard specifies both as disqualifications.] 

Color of the Eyes 

The iris of the eye has different colors according to the quantity of 
accumulated pigment: very dark brown, dark brown, brown, 
yellow, and ash gray appear. Very dark brown is the ideal, but it 
should not become a black color. 

Judgment of the Color of the Eyes 

1. Very dark brown is the color specified in the standard, and 
the dark color is maintained when the iris is seen dark and 
as one color with the pupil of the eye. 

2. According to the color given in the standard, eyes that are a 
little light but that maintain the dark brown color can be 
awarded “Excellent.” 

3. According to the color given in the standard, remarkably 
light eyes, with the iris looking like a snake-eye pattern 
because of light brown or yellow color are a demerit mark. 

4. The iris of the eye showing a light yellow or ash gray color is 
a large demerit mark. [Trans note: a light iris that contrasts 
markedly with the pupil is not acceptable.] 

What the Eyes of the Small Size Dog Should Be 

1. It is recognized that the shape of the triangle differs from 
the medium size dog. 

2. Along with the iris being a very dark brown, a strong gaze 
should be encouraged. [Trans note: the dog should maintain 
steady eye contact with the judge.] 



Coat 

Permissible limits of fur spots of the large size dog. [Trans note: 
the Akita. This subsection does not apply to the Shiba.] 

Spots are permitted, except for extremely unsightly spots, and 
large spots in the fur of the trunk. 

Note: Large spots in the fur on the trunk are what is called “peony 
spots.” Also, the extremely unsightly fur spots that are called 
patches (like the Holstein) are not like the Japanese dog. [Trans 
note: In the Akita only, small spots are acceptable, but pinto is 
not.] 

About White Markings in the Coat Color 

The white fur on the following parts of the dog are considered to 
be “white markings,” not fur spots. [Trans note: according to 
judge’s written commentaries, the Japanese Dog is required to 
have no. 1, 2, and 3, while the markings in 4 and 5 are optional.] 

1. The mouth sides and cheeks of the face (however the 
reverse mask is excluded). [Trans note: the reverse mask is 
white to the eyebrows covering the entire face, including 
white over the bridge of the muzzle. It is the reverse of a 
black mask.] 

2. Each under section of the jaw, neck, chest, and stomach. 
3. The forechest and extending as far as the shoulder joint, but 

not extending onto the shoulder itself. 
4. The forelegs to the elbow joint, the rear legs to the knee 

joint. 
5. The tip of the tail. 

Note 1: White markings are a distinctive feature of the Japanese 
dog, but the guiding principle is that the area of white fur should 
not be expanded, even for white markings. 

Note 2: Obvious spots (cotton print) [Trans note: freckling] in the 
white fur on the legs are a demerit mark. 

Coat of Stained White 



1. What is stained white? It is the white fur color that has faded 
red on the upper part of the ears, neck, back, and hips, on 
the legs, and also the tail. This is not desirable but is 
acceptable for white coats. 

2. Stained white coats that have spots with distinct edges are 
not approved. 

Coat of the Small Size Dog 

White fur in the small size dog is not desirable and is a demerit 
mark. 

Fur Color of the Medium and Small Size Dogs 

1. It is clear and intense. The guiding principle is that these 
deep colors be devoid of muddiness. 

2. What is the reverse mask? It is white fur spreading over 
both cheeks from the upper borders of the eyes and sides of 
the mouth. It is not desirable and is a demerit mark. 

3. As for fur color, the correct guiding principle is to endeavor 
to prevent faded color. 

The Fur Colors Regarded as Ideal for the Small Size Dog 

1. They are red, sesame, and black. [Trans note: Nippo calls 
black and tan simply black.] 

2. The good sesame is that which has a reasonable mixture of 
black, red, and white all over. Those with a strong black 
predominance in areas are not desirable. [Trans note: a 
black saddle pattern on the back, black mask or a too heavy 
black overlay is not desirable. Nippo Chief Judge Higuchi 
states that the dog should appear not less than 50% red to 
be considered a red sesame. More black than this 
percentage would be defined as a black sesame and not 
desirable in the Shiba although perfectly acceptable in the 
middle sized Shikoku breed. It is important that the black 
overlay be present throughout the red coat as stated, rather 
than sprinkled on the back only. Nippo is currently working 
to improve this color.] 

3. Black should be rust color. 



Note: Regarding the rust color, it should not be a shiny jet-black. 
It is said to be black with a touch of brown, like a hint of 
smudging or smoked color. 

Black Fur [Trans note: black and tan] 

All of the following things are undesirable and are demerit marks: 

1. That which mars the dignity of the face (the reverse mask). 
2. The spreading of the four eyes pattern [Trans note: meaning 

the tan spots over the eyes.] 
3. An excessive amount of tan on the head, neck, back, trunk, 

etc. 
4. Showing a gray-black color or an eggplant dark blue color on 

maturity. 

Body Height 

1. Body height is measured a little behind the tip of the 
shoulder blade, pressing down the coat. 

2. As for body height, the mean is the ideal. The ranking order 
for body height is as given in the standard, with the 
maximum and minimum body heights ranked according to 
their deviation from the mean. 

3. Body height that is not within the range given in the 
standard for each size is a demerit mark. 

What the Sides of the Mouth and the Stop Should Be 

1. The firm sides of the mouth project from the full cheeks. 
2. In addition to the sides of the mouth being firm, it is 

important that they be thick, full, and round. 
3. The stop is defined, and neither shallow nor deep. A 

particularly shallow stop is undesirable and is a demerit 
mark. 

4. An obvious bulge on the bridge of the nose is a demerit 
mark. 

About the Ear 

Thinness of the ears, narrow breadth of the ear root, ears set 
high, long ears, bending of the tip of the ear, incorrect ear lines, 



lack of forward tilt, etc., all strongly hereditary, are not desirable 
and are demerit marks. 

About Nose Color 

1. Regarding the demerit item in the standard (nose color not 
corresponding to body color), this means a colored dog that 
has a red nose, and it is a demerit mark. Restricted to the 
white dog, the red nose is permitted. 

2. In a colored dog, an extremely light colored nose is 
considered to be faded color and is not a trait of the 
Japanese dog and is not desirable. This faded color is 
considered equivalent to a red nose in the colored dog and is 
a demerit mark. In the case of the faded nose, the stained 
white of the approved white dog should not be regarded in 
the same way as the colored dog. 

3. The pigment of the coat color, nose color, lips, anus, eye 
color, color of the skin, etc. are observed and the demerit 
stipulation is applied. 

About Small Spots in the Nose Leather 

This is the circumstance where a small spot or spots are on some 
part of the nose leather. In some cases, this is a temporary 
condition. 

Of course, these are not desirable, but when the pigment 
generally is thought to be what it should be, then merely these 
small spots are not necessarily a demerit. 

Tongue Spots 

1. Tongue spots are undesirable. However, if they are just 
trifling, this is permitted. 

2. Regarding these trifling tongue spots, when they are in a 
position where they can be seen, they should be no bigger 
than about the size of a fingertip. Consideration of how large 
a spot is allowed depends on the size of the dog. 

About the Lower Jaw 

A weak lower jaw (duck’s bill) is not desirable.The level of 
deficiency should determine the level of demerits. 



About Slackness of the Lips 

Slackness of the lips with the upper lip hanging down remarkably, 
is a demerit mark. 

Chest Depth 

A chest depth which is about half the body height is regarded as 
good. A shallow chest, though, which is less than 45% of the body 
height, is a demerit mark. 

Definition of Straight Back 

The general definition of the back is from the first thoracic 
vertebra to the thirteenth thoracic vertebra, this definition by 
itself does not connote the straight area. From anatomical studies 
we know that the straight back area applies to not only the 
thirteen thoracic vertebrae, but also the seven lumbar vertebrae, 
and one sacral bone (three sacral vertebrae). Looking at the dog, 
the back and hips [Trans note: the topline] from the root of the 
tail, are straight. 

Joint Angles of the Four Legs and the Elbows 

1. The joint angles in the accompanying illustrations are 
regarded as the correct angles for the Japanese dog. 

2. A shallow angle of inclination of the shoulder blade, incorrect 
limb joint angles, poor development of the forechest, out-
turned elbows, all of these are demerit marks. 

Deformity or Abnormality of the Hip Joint or Pelvic Area 

1. Deformity or abnormality of the hip joint demands attention, 
and is a demerit mark. 

2. Weakness of the hip joint and pelvic area is a demerit mark. 

About Tightly Grasping Feet 

Very slackly grasping feet are undesirable and a demerit mark. 



Acquired Damage 

1. Acquired damage that mars to a great extent the expression 
of the traits considered to be of the Japanese dog is a 
demerit mark. 

2. If this damage is of intended nature, this should be dealt 
with strictly. 

Conduct of the Handler 

1. Lifting up the head in order to hide improper joint angles, or 
conceal turning out of the elbows, is prohibited. 

2. The handler is always situated behind the dog. As for the 
pose in the ring, the dog should stand in a natural way. 

Reproductive Organs 

1. The dog with one testicle will get less than a “Good” 
evaluation. 

2. Both testicles missing is a disqualification. 
3. A confirmed polyp is a disqualification. However, if the dog is 

completely recovered, it is satisfactory. 

  



Section 4 

Regulations for Judge Trainees 

1. The Number Of, and Nomination Process for, Judge Trainees 
o Judge trainees are nominated by the judge’s 

department from among the qualified judge’s 
assistants. 

o The number of judge trainees nominated by the judge’s 
department is normally 30. However, vacancies can be 
filled when ever necessary. 

2. Duties of the Judge Trainees 
o During the nomination period, they must continue to 

carry out the business affairs of the judge’s assistants 
without fail. 

o They must attend the training academy given by the 
judge’s department, and take the lectures as well as 
the prescribed examination. 

3. Selection Requirements for Associate Judges 
o Judge trainees must serve as a judge at least four 

times, must attend the training academy (item b in no. 
2 above) in at least twice, and must pass the 
prescribed examination. 

4. The Nomination Period of Judge Trainees 
o From the time of accepting the nomination of the 

Judge’s Department, it is a full three years. However, 
one cannot be elected to serve the third term. 

o When duties are neglected without cause, or when the 
judge’s department determines unfitness, one can be 
dismissed even if the nomination period has not 
expired. 

5. If a person spends six years as a trainee, and obtains 
selection qualifications for an assistant judge, the trainee’s 
qualification can remain beyond the specified six year period. 

6. The conditions for judge’s assistants also apply to judge’s 
trainees. 

(partially revised, June 1990) 

Regulations for Judge’s Assistants 

1. Nomination Procedure for Judge’s Assistants 



o As for judge’s assistants, each chapter recommends 
qualified people from among its membership to the 
judge’s department. [Trans note: Nippo is composed of 
chartered chapters. A recent Shiba yearbook listed 
eight regional groups and 49 chapters. Each chapter 
puts on its own shows plus a rotating show for each 
region. There is also an annual national show.] 

2. Selection Requirements for the Position of Judge’s Assistant 
o Those in the position of judge’s assistant help with the 

execution of the duties of the judge in charge at the 
chapter shows. However, they do not have a voice in 
the judgment. 

o After accepting the nomination of the chapter, if the 
judge’s assistants are not in office at least two years or 
they have not performed the duties of their position at 
least four times, they have not met the selection 
requirements for judge trainees. 

o The judge’s assistants have their qualifications when 
they have the selection requirements given in the 
preceding items (a and b) and their term has elapsed. 

3. Standards for Chapter Nominations of Judge’s Assistants 
o Judge’s assistants must have been members for at 

least five years. 
o They must have a reliable character and be co-

operative with the chapter administration. 
o They should have an enthusiasm for the Japanese dog 

and experience in breeding and raising them. 
o They should not be dog merchants, or anything related 

to that. 
4. The Total Number of Chapter Nominations of Judge’s 

Assistants 
o The total number of chapter nominations should be 

several. However, it is limited to the number necessary 
as assistants to the judge in charge at the chapter 
shows. 

5. The Term of Judge’s Assistants 
o It is a full three years from the acceptance of the 

chapter nomination. However, the chapter is not 
prevented from re-nominating. 

o If duties are neglected without cause, or the chapter 
makes a determination of incompetence, the 
nomination can be amended and the application to the 



judge’s department revoked, even if the term set out in 
the preceding item has not expired. 

o The chapters that have selection requirements as in no. 
2 above can also apply the preceding item (b). 

6. Verifying the Performance of the Office of Judge’s Assistant 
o The chapter submits a catalog of show results, stating 

the surname of the judge’s assistant who has worked 
at the show and the judge in charge confirms it. 

Supplementary Provision 

7. In this provision there is authority to abridge the old 
regulations by amendment. 

Amendment in force September 1976 

Judge’s Assistant’s Duties 

1. Judge’s assistant provides the services noted below at 
chapter shows. 

2. Judging is done by the assistant for: 
o Teeth: bites (alignment, under or over-bite) 
o Missing teeth (locating confirmation, points to be 

deducted) 
o Reproductive organs: testicles (missing one, missing 

both), diseases of the area 
3. Make accurate reports concerning the above areas to the 

judge. 
4. Assists with the chapter shows in general, and provides 

assistance to the judges. 
5. Confirmation of the evaluation records - upon completion of 

the evaluation, checks points given, placement, total 
number, etc. The assistant also makes sure to have the 
report signed by the judge(s), and submits the report to the 
chapter recorder. 

Judge’s Assistant Must Keep In Mind 

1. The assistant must strive for accuracy in reporting item 2 
and 3 above. While the judge is responsible for the 
evaluation itself, the examination and reporting the result 
should be obvious and clear. Therefore, the following 
characteristics show that the assistant is unfit: 



o Inaccurate (intended) report 
o Frequent inadvertent errors 

2. If found unfit, the judging department will cite item 5b and 
5c of the Regulations for Judge’s Assistants, and will cancel 
the registration. 

3. When being assigned to a task, the assistant cannot prefer 
certain types of dogs. The assistant must try to gain 
knowledge for observation of all types. Lack of knowledge 
except for special cases, is not acceptable. 

4. While attending to duty, manners and dress must be 
appropriate. 

5. While outside of shows, moral conduct must be observed 
according to the “Judge’s mindset, words, and behavior” in 
order to maintain public trust. 

6. Assistant must be the significant individual to the chapter 
(chapter booster), and have the leadership qualities as the 
person central to the chapter. 

7. While in the position, one must work whether new or 
experienced. If not obeyed, the chapter can apply items 5b 
and 5c of the Regulations for Judge’s Assistants. 

Supplemental Guideline for Judges 

These rules apply to all classifications of judges 

1. Be enthusiastic about dogs in your daily lives. 
o Keep Japanese dogs and use the experience to learn 

their physiology, behavior, and abilities. 
o Be enthusiastic about learning judging by pursuing the 

advances of breeding and genetics. 
o Attend shows in close vicinity, and constantly study 

Japanese dogs. 
2. Try to maintain the judging knowledge. 

o Maintain peaceful judging at both chapter and national 
shows. 

o Make sure no complaints or objections come from 
unbiased parties regarding the evaluation, and 
placement. 

3. Maintain physical and environmental cleanliness, and build 
respectable character. 

4. Must cooperate with the judging department 
o While on active duty, a set number of judging 

assignments must be completed. 



o Must attend all judge’s meetings and judge’s study 
groups 

5. Must be regarded as important to the chapter. 
o Must be cooperative and in a leadership role for the 

chapter (by attending study meetings and other 
chapter gatherings) 

o Must be a good go-between person between the 
judging department and chapter members (judging 
department’s advances and communication) 

The five items noted above are requirements for judges as agreed 
by chapters. Therefore, they must be considered at the time of 
appointment. 


